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February 2009
Dear friends at Numakunai Shogakkou,

Eighty years ago Sidney L. Gulick inaugurated a doll mission in

which American children sent over 12,000 fricndship dolls o K-hlldl’!.l\ of

Japan. In retum, Japan senl a special collection of gorg
dolls to the United States, Both sets of dolls were sent in order to help the
children of the two countries better understand and appreciate each other.

We have learned from ouwr friend Shizukuishi Tomoko san that
MNumakunai Shogakkou 1 one of those precious friendship dolls in
1927. Her name was Mary, which was and is a common girl's name in the
United States. We are delighted to know that Mary survived for over 80
years, even through the terrible World War in the 1940's, and that Yoshida
Kosuke san has been telling her story and the story of the doll mission for
the past 15 years at Numakunai Shogakkou. We hear that Numakunai
Shogakkou will have a celebration in honor of Mary on Ohina Matsuri in
2009, We wish we could attend the celebration. Although we cannot attend,
we congratulate all of you for helping Mary to continue spreading her

of peace and and good will,

Both of us Gulicks send to you, and everyone at Numakunai
Shogakkou, our best wishes for a good and peaceful year,

Sayonara,

Hranets Lok
Frances Gulick

Sidney L. Gulick, 3d
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